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eyes, are only conquering and pretorian, mer-
cenary in fact. Recruited to a large extent
of foreigners, they no longer interest "true
Frenchmen" or their cause. One might con-
sider their defeat even as a good fortune for
France. Napoleon in banishing Madame de
Stael converted her healthy and upright soul
into the soul of the exile. She had need of
the lessons of 1814 and 1815 before she could
regain her strength and clear-sightedness.

At Vienna she cast a bird's-eye glance over
the actual political state of Europe, as shown
by the staffs of the commanders and the coun-
cillors' tables, and she found it quite different
from her dream. She was confused by It
But she attributed all the ill to that " deplor-
able alliance" which had degraded the noble
court of Austria. She saw the Austrians as
they really were, and she imagined that she
saw them perverted. She thought them mean
in servitude and mawkish in tyranny. Met-
ternich's satellites almost made her regret
Savary's gendarmes. In Poland she learned
to know the conquest of the ancient regime as
practised by the pretended liberators whom
she summons to the holy league of the people,
It was conquest by the police and the tax-
gatherer, the spoiler of property, the oppres-
sor of men's souls, She was astonished butpt.    Savary warned  the author in a
